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A Note from Merritt Burke, Community Traffic Safety Program Coordinator

Welcome to the second edition ofitheafety Extensions NewsléttAs your loc&bommunit
Traffic Safety Program Coordinator (CTIS#) looking forward to helping reduce traffic fataliti
Del awareb6s roads in 2009 with our c¢commys

four more people losing their lives than in 2007. There is no doubt that we need to cqg
education and enforcement of our traffic safety laws. Traffic safety must be the numbe

In this issue, you will find guest articles on a wide range of topics from the Delaware l..‘i mof
Safety (OHS), Safe Kids, Bayhealth Medical Center, the HERO Campaign, and the URpidiersity b(
ware. | can assure you that each guest contributor is an expert in their field and bring$
ence to traffic safety issues and concerns.

Safety Extension Assqciate

Stay safe and enjoy life!

Merritt Burke 1V
Sussex County CTSP

Great New Traffic Safety Educational Programs in 2009!

Merritt Burke, 1V

In the first UD Safety Extensions newsletter | sumfhaw impairment can impact even the simplest oj ac-
rized the three CTSP priority areas. In this issuyéyities like shooting a basketball. The Fatal Vigion
would like to briefly explain the 2009 traffic safg§oggl es or Ai mpaired glogg
goals while also educating our audience on new|peoious levels of impairment. The program rung no
grams available through the UD/OHS partnership.{longer than 3 minutes and is absolutely FREE! [Our
My 2009 traffic safety goals are to reduce alceffiist program was organized at Cape Henlopen High
related fatalities, promote safe child restraint pracjietool on December 23008 and was a huge syc-
and educate the public about the dangers invgleess. Over three hundred fans, including many| stu-
with aggressive speeding. To achieve these gqgalsnts, were exposed to the humorous, yet serioug dan-
am committed to promoting our current traffic sateggrs of impaired driving.

programs, while constantly thinking of collaboratjfidpe second CTSP program is callédivio b Wdrke
with new partners. The CTSP position involves pérte r ¢ e O u This pregam was designed to efdu-
nering with law enforcement agencies, private compate employees, managers and owners of small [busi-
nies, and noprofit organizations to create a higkesses about impaired driving, occupant protegtion
level of traffic safety awareness. For 2009 three |reawl aggressive speeding. Programs and activitiels can
community traffic safety programs were designed lb@r customized for each type of business and for [each
adults and teenagers. month. For example, a contracting company mnfight
The newest CTSP program is callé@dP | a y i n pvantto @ducate their employees about the nedative
| mpai r.nfefltadoyi ng Undeisa inmacasiofrdmmdrtvibg before the summer season.
antidrinking and driving activity designed for 5

time entertainment during local high school and g Acg;pygu
lege basketball games. The objective is to sho

(continued on page¢ 2)
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Great New Traffic Safety Educational Programs in 2009!

Merritt Burke, IV

(impaired drivingkgot)

O0As hi

school
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approaches
, remember
that the
SIDNE. . . is
the perfect
educational
tool to
reduce
underage
drinking
and
dri vi

n

(contdod from page 1)

This request could warrant utilizing the SIDNE (imkaitedhgbe spring beforg
weather allows for longer work hours, or a power point in the slow months ¢
l egalities of Del awareds DUI | aws.
where the owner desires that all employees be educated on the latest chilo
The idea behind this program is to bring educational materials, brochures, andg
workplace.

L%stgly, even though this is not a program, it is still a new event that requires

the
Df winte
A
restra
activit

a brie

tional summary. Cpl. Andrew Manning from the Cape Henlopen State Park a

d | hay

uled thd=irst Annual Cape Henlopen State Park Community Safety Fair fothfApril 1¢
from 183 pm. The event will be located in the bathhouse parking lot. We eXpect s

traffic safety, law enforcement and state agencies to participate. Thus far

have

ments from the University of Delaware, DelDOT, DNREC, Boy Scouts, Lewg¢s Poli

Police and MADD. For more information about the safety fair please call
(302) 858585 Ext. 584.

As high school Prom season approaches, remembé&i EHéE thee impaired -gart, i$

the perfect educational tool to reduce underage drinking and driving. For mor
theSIDNEgo tovww.fatalvision.canmd click on the SIDNE link.

If your organization is interested in any of the CTSP programs, please feel fre
merritt@udel.edu
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If you like what you see, and would like to receive this newsletter via email, ple
Lisa Collingat//ins @udehediave your name addeddstur e

Contributors are also welcome!

EmaWerritt@udel.edsubmit your article for consideration. Photos of events and

pertaining to CTSP programs are welcome!

Please include your name, email address, phone number and affiliatior

Wedre on the Web! Find us at


http://www.fatalvision.com
mailto:merritt@udel.edu
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From the Desk of. ., Office of Highway Safety

2008 Traffic Deaths Rise Slightly

By: Andrea Summers, Community Relations Officer

A New Yearo6s Eve f 3
the total number of people killed in Delaware in 20
That means four more people lost their lives
crashes on Delaware roadways last year than
when 118 people died as a result of vehicle crashé

AWIi th national fat a
truly wish Delaware could have experienced a g
crease, 0 said Tricia R
way Safety, AEvery tra
our eyes, and to see the numbers increase inste
crease is heartbreaking for all who are committed
lives on our roads. We are encouraged howeve
were able to make progress in some key areas,
realizing that there is much work ahead of us if
make continued i mprove

Progress was made last year in the area of
related traffic deaths. In 2008 42 people (or 34%
deaths involved alcohol, compared to the 54 (or
were alcohotlated last year, reflecting a 12% de
OHS credits the high visibility enforcement and 3
efforts utilized underdtseckpoint Strikeforcenpaire
driving prevention campaign for the improvement

o
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aBiBil \
onight? So are we.

begins, OHS has already started its first DUI en
mobilization of the new year, centered around the
offs. Twensix state and local law enforcement a
are conducting DUI saturation patrols on Satur

Sunday enforcement.

Also in 2008, speed and aggressive drivingReldaare roads. There were no bicycle fatalitied

tors in fatal crashes decreased. Last year speed
as a factor in fatal crashes 20 times compared to 2

Aggréssivp Priviegscampaiga, but revisedst ko fod
Qly 122 stopping speeding drivers. Law enforc
isue@flicer 2,700 speeding citations in that three
mo@0GY statewide TV, radio, and billboard campai
ppanied the enforcement.
| i t yr'here waskagam success m ¢he area f inf
iselar gt use in 2008. Seat belt use rose to an al
of9&% stadewidePfrom @scpteviaus levél of 874
fOHS aonddctedh thehhi
adafedsfulClick It o
Tockatiogmpaign twice
F 2008 wEhe first time w.
whdeesidld version Of ke
Wdagreffort in February, and was focused on increa
mime deat bedt use. Then in May, OHS partnerec
aldohcdment statewide to conduct the full blown t
nobliktacion, along with states nationwide. OHS
A6i96) tthecampaign during the same time frames in
crease.Motorcycle deaths remained nearly the s
\RAtheSixteen motorcyclists were killed in crasheg
fcompared to 17 in 2007. The average age of the
chst 202 last year was 36. In 2009, OHS will cc
valuabl e partnership w
cation Advisory Committee in an effort to redug
further.

Unfortunately, there were two areas which
creases in traffic deaths: pedestrians and bicycl
destrian deaths increased from 17 in 2007 to 22
Primary factors in these fatal crashes continue to
trians who do not cross at m . \
amtensections, who are walki

/|

Give
pedestrians
a brake.

Nighplaythout wearing refl
jelotheisg or carrying flashlig

d =
Nieacpuieedl by state law or who é_re_ifvalking under the
Sundays during the NFL playoffs, culminating in Sugdexi&dwl and/or drugs.

Last year five bicyclists were killed in cra|

viagatiseedt four of the five cases, police report thal
P ¢listeesned into the path of a motor vehicle.
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2007. Aggressive driving, of which speed is a|part, dé&or more information on Office of Highwa
creased from 61% in 2007, to 51% in 2008. In Jplyoepms please visit our website
tember and October of this year, OHS conductegiwitswSotis.delaware.gov

Wedre on the Web! Find us at


http://www.ohs.delaware.gov/
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Safe Winter Weather Driving Tips

By: Andrea Summers, Community Relations Officer

0OSpeed
primary
factor in
drivers
losing
control on
c k

s i I

The Delaware Office of Highway Safety wants to remind eve
aware of changing weather conditions throughout the dayD e
wareSStafe Police have already reported that an overnight fat
weather relate&o please be mindful of the following tips in ord
safe on the roads:

* if you must be on the roads at any time please tak&piesidis a
primary factor in drivers losing control on slicksmagdsslower will provide you witl
tional reaction tim@ne way not to have to rush to your destination is to plan extra
termining how long it will take to get there and le&leasarkgalize that if you are (¢
the 40gdg unrgcessarily and crash, that emergency services personnel will be pu
at risk to help save your life.

*When driving, leave extra following distance between you and the car irfftbag
brake suddenly or lose control, you need time to react and adjust.

* Turn your headlights on whenever your windshield wipers are on! It is state law
drivers see you.

* When getting into your car either after work or in the morning, please clear a

n addi-
time ir
put on

tting tt

of yoL

and h

ny acc

snow off the roof or hood of theScamv flying off your vehicle could hit the windshijeld of :

other car and cause the driver to lose control.

* Also, take additional time to warm the car up and clear any ice off the entire wi
the area in front of the driver's G&sdr snow from side mirrors, and side and rear
well.

* Realize that the roads overnight will be slick in places and you can't always se

dshiel
indows

where

has formedf you start to skid, ease off thel@@s!'T stomp on the brakesl steer genily

in the direction you want the car to go

* Bridges and overpasses freeze and become slick before other road surfaces
you approach them

* Minimize distractiomn not talk or text on your cell piaueheed both hands and
tention on the wheblse your cell phone only for emergencies such as if you go o
need to summon help for someone else who has.

* Do you have the necessary items in your trunk in case of an emergency...a
cables, sand or Kkitty litter?

If you follow these tips you'll have a better' chance of staying safe througho
the coming winter days.

take i

all at-
f the rc

blanke
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By: Andrea Summers, Community Relations Officer

Did you know therebo
ber of people who wear their seat belts at night ve
during the daytime? Nationally, seat belt use is g
10% lower at night than in the day even though a
sond6s chances of being
ples! In Kent County, observational seat belt sur
show that there is a nearly 15% difference betyv
daytime and night time belt use, and an 8% differs
in Sussex County.

Why does this happen? Often, the risk
drivers are out on the roadways at night, and are
likely to wear seat belts overall. Some people

al so think that I tds h
arendét wearing a seat
night, as opposed to w
day.

No matter what the reason, in an effort to
crease the number of people who buckle up both
and night, the Delaware Office of Highway Saft
will be coordinating the firsClick It or Ticketcam-
paign for 2009 during the last week of February-

28). Click It or Ticketis a high visibility enforcement

and public awareness campaign aimed at saving
by increasing the number of Delawareans who r,
larly buckle up.

Awareness efforts will begin the week of F
ruary 1% and will focus on information related
night time seat belt use. For example: more than
of the people killed in night time crashes from 20(
2007 in the First State were not wearing seat &
The public awareness component of the campaigr
include statewide placement of billboards, radio,

Sprotactiod lawsf ©fficera wilkalso e ort theelook
rfeusmpaired and aggressive drivers, who also are
fikaly to wear seat belts.

per- The law allows officers to pull over a driver
helsee$ dny prson im theavehle moswWearirgta 9
bglt. Officers will issue citations for seat belt vig
/gdens as part of a zero tolerance policy. The tig
ewbech goes to the driver no matter who is unbuc
in the vehicle, is a $25.00 fine plus court adminig
i&ge fees.

less Del awareds <child re
nalaiyer is responsible for making sure all children
the veéhecle aré pyoperlypbadkledase. All ahildreng
(der lthe ager bf & gears or €5/b6 muest be im the d
hpeate chilchrestyantr seat (&nrindamt,etdddlen @ bog
seat). Children who are 8 or at least 65lbs in we
imhichever comes first must be restrained in a
lgely,  Children under the age of 12 years old must
bty the back seat when passenger air bags are p
up front. Child restraint violations are also $25
Plus court administrative fees.
Last February during the night tin@ick It or
liveket initiative, police officers statewide issued 3
bgu-t ati ons f or violatio
Additionally, 30 arrests were made for criminal vig
otions such as impaired driving, drug offenses, anc
texistence of outstanding warrants on a person.
half  Click It or Tickethas been successful in rais
3eat belt use in Delaware from 67% in 2001 to &
¢hse high of 91% in 2008. The national seat belt
natk is 82%.

television ads, and the distribution of informatigralv or theClick It or Ticketcampaign, please visit t

posters, fliers and table tents through schools, ¢

rations, businesses, hospitals and police agemuiesv.ohs.delaware.goand click on theClick It or

These materials can be obtained by contacting Of
3026727635 or Merritt Burke at the University
Delaware Cooperative Extension at 3886-7303.
Stepped up enforcement
child restraint laws will start on the #2f February
and continue through the 28 State, county, and m
nicipal police agencies throughout Delaware will g
duct both roving, and stationary traffic safety pat
in well lit areas during this time, and will be on
| ookout for those who

and For more informatio
ppd-f i c e of Hi ghway S
HHGKMeticon.

of
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Child Safety Seats Save Lives

By: Sean M. Elwell, RNl CPST

oCar
crashes
remain the
number one
killer of
children
under the
age of 14 in
the United
States,
including
here in

Del awar

Sean Elwell is chairman of Safe Kids Ney
County, and Injury Prevention Coordinatq
DuPont Hospital for Children.

Car crashes remain the number one
children under the age of 14 in the

r focéfety seats until at least 20 p
at least 1 year old.

KilleAfl 40 pounds can be in forfaei

States, including here in Delaware. S

fe Kidfible seats if the child has not r¢

Delaware is committed to decreasing thggg maximum reéfacing weight.
deaths by educating parents and caregiyergffidren ages 4 to 8 (about 40

strained in the appropriate restraint systemfrained with lap and shoulder
their age and size every time they afe insgery time they ride.

motor vehicle. From Novemb20,13afg,
Kids Delaware hosted a child passeng@ia n u a |

Read your child safety seat instt
and vehigc

safety technician course. The purpos of ﬂ]ig, for proper installation of a ch
fourday course was to certify participgnts &§aint.

child passenger safety technicians. O
students have completed the class tf
able to educate parents and caregivers
p%opegJ way the child restraint should
stalled in the vehicle and the proper
restrain the child. Six students from t
out the state successfully complete
course. On the final day of the course
munity safety seat check was held.
this thredour child safety seat checK
newly trained technicians were able
cate 29 families on child restraints.

Here are some helpful tips from Safe
restraining your children:

All children ages 12 and under sho
in the back seat.

ce f¥place any child safety seat th
€Y B&&n involved in a crash.
5 ONEE familiar with
be |fws. In Delaware, children must
WaYstPained until the age of 7 or 65 poy
nrough-
@t ofNRore information on available chil
fesBllces in your community, feel freg
BUFKids New Castle CountyB5BKIDS
(5h87).
0 edu-
Donot t ake chanceé
Buckle yourself and your child on evg
fiter the distance. It could save

Childhood Injury in Delaware.

VeCabtlants should be in {feang child

S

Children over 1 year old and between 20

Uniteglid safety seats, or in-fi@@ng comf-

pached

to 80
at and
belts

uction
| e
ild re-

At has

y O
be re-
nds.

| safet)
b to call

e S

Pry trip
our life

IigbHEgrces: Safe Kids Worldwide, 2008 Report of

For assistance in Sussex County, please contact either of the following
Certified Child Passenger Safety Technicians:

Merritt Burke, 1V
merritt@udel.edu
(302) 858585 x584

Mike Love
mlove@udel.edu
(302) 858585 x583




