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Can you picture it— a bunch of
avid gardeners show up for their
plant obedience class at 9 a.m.
Saturday morning with geraniums
in hand? They all put down their
plants and start coaching them to “bend to the
light.” The first plant to bend gets an extra scoop
of organic matter.

Okay, so maybe this scenario is farfetched, but
plants can be trained in a variety of ways. The
most common method of training is espalier—
which involves training a three— dimensional tree
into a two-dimensional habit, usually supported by
a wall. Lateral branches are trained to a symmetri-
cal pattern. Espaliers can be both space-conserv-
ing and ornamental.

Fruit trees are commonly trained as espaliers in
formal gardens. Flowering quince, cotoneaster,
pyracantha, yew, and fragrant viburnum make good
espalier plants. It is best to use plants on dwarf
rootstock. Avoid vigorous plants such as standard
fruit trees, honeysuckle, hydrangea or lilac because
they require much effort.

Start with young plants, preferably whips that
reach just to the base of the trellis or wall. Prune
espalier-trained plants twice a year, and pinch them
back throughout the growing season. After the
leaves fall in late autumn, cut back every lateral
branch to two or three buds. If several laterals have
developed close together, remove some to prevent
a bunchy look. At the same time, shorten every ter-
minal shoot. If growth has been mod-
erate, just cut back the tip of a
promising side bud. If growth has
been extensive, remove
up to two-thirds of the
shoot.

Fruit trees produce short
stubby rough twigs called
"spurs." These spurs bear
flowers and ultimately fruit.

Protect them at all cost,
but don't let them develop
too close together (5 to 6
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inches is ideal spacing). When old spurs
branch repeatedly, enjoy the extra flowers and
then thin the fruit.

In early summer, pinch back each lateral
branch as soon as it has made three or four
leaves. This preserves the form of the plants and
limits the food available for growth by reducing the
photosynthetic area. Pinch back terminal shoots
when they have made a few inches of growth.
As summer progresses, if too much leafy growth
occurs, nip it out entirely.

With flowering shrubs, such as pyracantha,
vigorous trimming is necessary in early spring
as well. Too often pyracantha on a wall is left to
form a solid green panel with no trace of orna-
mental pattern showing. Trim these leafy flower-
ing shrubs to reveal flowers, fruits and maintain
an interesting pattern.

Cordons are two dimensional, geometrically
trained, but freestanding woody plants. While
young, they are usually supported by wires and
are pruned the same way as espalier-trained
plants.

Hedging is a very basic type of plant training
and is commonly used in formal
gardens and landscapes. Small-leaved, ever-
green plants are the easiest type to start with,
but hedges can be formed from a wide variety
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(Continued on page 2)

« Order your spring flowering bulbs
now.

. Water the garden in early morning. pick up and destroy all fallen fruit.

. Don't forget your houseplants that are . Plant a fall vegetable garden.

summering outdoors, check to see if
they need water.

« Do not apply pesticides when tempera-
tures exceed 85 F.

. Keep your garden weeded-do not let
weeds go to seed.

. Feed roses for the last time, continue to
spray and prune.

. Pick off dead flowers on both annuals

and perennials.

. Sow beds of perennials and biennials

for blooms next spring.

. Dig, divide and replant peonies,

bleeding heart and daylilies.

. To reduce the number of pests on

your fruit trees for the coming year,

. Freeze or dry fresh herbs for winter

use.

. In late August, reseed or renovate

lawns.

. Water newly seeded lawns every day.




FROM WHIPS TO SPURS (Continued from page 1)

of deciduous plants as well.

Topiary is the process of moving
hedges, through pruning, towards a dis-
tinct geometric shape or even a living
statue. Topiary, which was practiced by
early Romans, regained immense popu-
larity during the Renaissance. The hours

of careful manipulation
: required for topiary
have moved it in

the direction of a
lost art, but some
excellent exam-
ples of topiary in
gardens still exist,
especially at
i Disney World and at
. Longwood Gardens—
i the kinds of gardens that have

; professional gardeners
on staff.

Only twiggy
species, such as
boxwood and yew
are suitable for topiary.
To develop properly,

topiary specimens
must be in an open
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exposure with full light on all sides.
Shear the plant closely to build up a
much-branched internal structure with
a surface layer of dense, twiggy
branchlets. Tight shearing is required
at least every two weeks and possibly
weekly during the height of the grow-
ing season.

Pleaching is a practice of weaving
or intertwining trees to form a webbed
hedge. Trees to be pleached are
planted in close-set rows. Then limbs
are pruned so they entwine to form a
tight screen or wall. Two adjacent
rows may be trained over a system of
arches to form a tunnel of greenery,
or a ring of trees may be pleached to
create a living summerhouse.
Hornbeam, beech, linden or plane
trees are popular species for pleach-
ing, but the training process requires
decades of time to achieve the final
result.

Pollarding involves cutting tree
limbs back to the trunk each year to
promote a very tight, dense canopy.
The result is a clean trunk with a clus-
ter of year-old whips at its end. The

concept of pollarding makes any self-
respecting arborist cringe, but it can be
used in very special circumstances for a
unique effect. The best example of pollard-
ing | have seen was in front of a California
museum that was below road grade, which
meant the large entrance patio was first
viewed from above. The patio was planted
with pollarded sycamores, inviting visitors to
look across this sea of trees to the museum
entrance. The result was quite effective.

So forget the 9 a.m. obedience classes!
Consider training plants as a new way
to create structure and architectural pattern
in the garden.

— Susan Barton

This article was inspired by a brief— "Training
Plants™— by Laura McDermott published in
Grow Line from Cornell Cooperative Extension;
some information was drawn from "How to
Prune Almost Everything” by John Philip
Baumgardt (out of print).

GREAT PLANTS: WINNERS FOR 2002

| just received a news release that Nebraska has announced its
GreatPlants winners for 2002. Now what does a Nebraska winner
have to do with gardens in Delaware, you ask? It just so happens
the plants chosen by the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum and the
Nebraska Nursery & Landscape Association are also wonderful
plants for Delaware. They made tree, shrub and perennial selec-
tions, so here they are:

The hardy American native Gymocladus dioicus (Kentucky cof-
fee tree) is tree of the year. Hardy to Zone 3b, this tree is not list-
ed as native in Delaware but is found from New York and
Pennsylvania to Minnesota. It featured ridged bark that forms
scale-like ridges that enhance the winter landscape. The large,
compound leaves offer a pink tint as they unfold, turn blue-green
during summer and become clear yellow in fall. Immature trees
are irregular in shape and coarse, but with age, the habit
becomes more uniform, producing a crown of rugged branches in
winter. Female plants produce mahogany seedpods that persist
through winter, enhancing the plant's interest in this season. The
tree reaches 50 to 60 feet tall and 40 to 50 feet wide and is
adaptable to a wide range of soil conditions. Michael Dirr in his
popular book, Manual of Woody Landscape Plants, says this tree
has been slighted by the landscape industry and would make a

valuable addition to any list of "tough" trees.

Nebraska's shrub of the year is Hypericum kalmianum (Kalm St.
Johnswort). A Midwest native with a range from Quebec and
Ontario to Michigan and lllinois, this small, dense woody shrub
has stout, erect stems that form a perfect mound (2 to 3 feet). It
features bluish-green summer foliage and small buttercup-yellow
flowers from July to August. Chocolate brown seed heads add
winter interest. This species holds up well in heat and drought and
performs best in well-drained soil.

Geranium sanguineum (bloody cranesbill) is the perennial win-
ner. It is a workhorse in the perennial border and forms decora-
tive, long-lived and trouble-free colonies. Mounds of deeply cut
foliage turn blood red in fall, offering greater decorative value than
its pretty bowl-shaped magenta flowers that cover the plants from
late spring to early summer. Growing 18 inches tall and 2 feet
wide, this plant should be planted in full sun to light shade in front
of a border or massed to form a groundcover around upright,
leggy plants. This species also tolerates heat and drought, mak-
ing it a great selection for Delaware.

—Susan Barton



PLANT SAFETY SCAPES AS A DETERRENT TO CRIME

Creating a landscape with home security in mind isn't typically
the first thing most gardeners consider. However, by taking into
account a few design features and maintenance practices,
incorporating safety measures is easier than you may think.

One of the simplest ways to keep intruders out of the home is
to keep the landscape around the house well tended. Burglars
are more attracted to properties that are unkempt. Uncut grass,
untrimmed hedges and tools lying around may be indications
that the owners are away or the property is vacant. Keeping on
top of general landscape maintenance is an easy deterrent.

The overall design of the landscape can affect the behavior of
those that interact in it. Defining areas that "communicate" terri-
toriality is the best way to create a defensive environment. This
is most easily achieved through the use of fences, walkways,
paved areas and plantings. The placement of these physical
and psychological barriers engenders movement through the
landscape in a controlled fashion.

The ability to observe all parts of the landscape is extremely
important, not only for the homeowner but for neighbors as well.
Privacy aside, having a landscape visible by neighbors is a
great way to increase security. The most important places are
doors and windows. Plants near doors and windows potentially
block views, providing an opportunity for intruders to gain
access without being seen.

¢ Keep in mind mature heights when choosing plants for

these areas.

¢ Maintain shrubs at a height of 3 feet to reduce hiding

places near doors and windows.

¢ Cut lower branches of trees up to 7 feet to allow a clear

line of vision.

¢ Consider possible shadows caused by shrubs and trees

before planting.

* Make sure your house number is highly visible so that in

the event a neighbor or passerby see something suspi-
cious, it can be reported to the police.

Certain plants can act as deterrents in potentially vulnerable
areas. Shrubs and trees with thorns are barriers to keep intrud-
ers out. Some of the best for this
purpose are holly, roses, hardy
orange and
hawthorn.
Even

e shrubs
NS without
e

Vi L thorns
< that are
dense and

" compact can

achieve the same effect. Many evergreens work well for
this.

Lighting is one of the best security features you can incor-
porate into the landscape. The days of motion-detector
lights are gone. The same safety effect can be achieved
through much more aesthetically pleasing lighting. Lighting
doors and windows as well as pathways and areas more
difficult to see are the best places to start. lllumination of the
overall landscape through strategic placement of lights
either through up-lighting of trees or the home can directly
discourage crime.

Some landscape components you may not have not
thought about that can assist intruders include trees near
the house, which can act as natural fences for intruders to
gain entrance to the second floor. Just eliminate branches
lower than 7 feet to remove potential access. Also, a trellis
can be used as a ladder, so if you have one, cover it with
thorny climbing roses as a natural deterrent.

While incorporating these safety principles will help to
reduce the likelihood of crime, there may even be a financial
advantage— check with your home insurance agent about
rate reductions that may be offered for putting the safety
features into practice.

— Marcia Stephenson

HOME REMEDIES MAY HURT MORE THAN HELP

We learn a lot from our parents and grandparents but are
the old ways best? Not necessarily. Your grandmother may
have used mothballs in her garden to ward of pests. Yet a
mothball is a pesticide, which is regulated by federal law.
Using mothballs in the garden is not listed on the label as a
legally registered use on growing food.

Gardeners who sprinkle mothballs must realize that using
this product in the vegetable garden is not only NOT sup-
ported by the chemical manufacturer, but can be harmful to
one's health. Always read the label and follow the direc-
tions.

— OSU Cooperative Extension



PROTECT OUR NATIVE POLLINATORS, PREVENT THEIR DISAPPEARANCE

In gardens and wild areas throughout North America, an
amagzing natural phenomenon is taking place at this very
moment. Plants are luring a host of flitting, buzzing and
crawling visitors to their flowers with the promise of sugary
nectar and protein-rich pollen. The food benefit to this
diverse group of animals is obvious, but how does the plant
benefit from this interaction? The answer is pollination.

Pollination is the process by which pollen grains, the male
components that carry a plant's genetic information, reach
the female reproductive parts of another flower of the same
species. When this happens successfully, the plant will pro-
duce healthy fruits and seeds. And, while wind spreads some
pollens, the vast majority of flowering plants - nearly 90 per-
cent - rely on the help of a diverse group of animals, known
collectively as "pollinators" to move their pollen.

Without pollinators, the plants in our yards would fail to
produce the seed heads, nuts, berries and other fruits that
are a crucial source of food for resident and migratory birds
and other wildlife. Unvisited by pollinators, our tomatoes,
melons, peppers, and other fruit and vegetable plants in our
gardens would bear no produce.

Unfortunately, pollinators are on the decline throughout
North America. Habitat destruction from human development,
overuse of pesticides, competition from invasive exotic
species and lack of awareness or knowledge about the cru-
cial role that pollinators play in the health of wild and back-
yard ecosystems are primary reasons for this decline.

The group of wildlife pollinates your plants depends on
where you live and what sort of flowers you have. Insects are
among the most common backyard pollinators. Four groups
of insects, in particular— bees, butterflies and moths, bee-
tles, and flies— are the most significant. Important non-insect
pollinators include birds (most notably hummingbirds) and
bats.

As commercial and residential development encroaches
further into rural and wild places, pollinators and other wildlife
species are pushed into ever-shrinking areas. Standard land-
scaping and gardening practices compound this negative
effect by relying heavily on chemical pesticides and fertilizers
plus heavy use of non-native (also called exotic) plants,
which have little value to native pollinators and other wildlife.

Here are some simple steps you can take in your own yard
to help protect pollinators:

¢ Reduce your lawn — Turfgrass lawns are truly barren
areas that offer little food or shelter to most wildlife,
including pollinators. Standard American lawn care tech-
niques are responsible for pesticide and fertilizer runoff
into our watersheds and air and noise pollution generat-
ed by fossil-fuel dependent lawn mowers.

¢ Plant natives — You can replace your lawn with a wild

meadow or prairie, or for a neater look, a perennial bor-
der comprised of native plants. Plants native to our area
are adapted to our soil types, climate, precipitation, and
local pollinators. You can get a list of plants native to
your area at your county Cooperative Extension office.
Old issues of Garden Check also have articles on native
plants.

¢ Don't spray — Suburban homeowners apply more pes-

ticides each year than the entire agriculture industry.
Many of these pesticides are dangerous to people as
well as wildlife. Pitch your pesticides by letting natural
predators control pests. If you must spray, do so at the
end of the day or at night when pollinators are not active
and be sure to follow application instructions.

¢ Provide water — all wildlife needs a source of water,

including pollinators. Some butterfly species, for exam-
ple, sip water from muddy puddles to get liquids and
important minerals. You can provide water in a birdbath,
a water garden or even a shallow dish placed on the
ground.

Pollination— and the conservation of pollinators— is an
important issue that unites urban and rural areas and it
touches all of our lives. We can all contribute to a solution to
this important emerging conservation issue by simple, every-
day decisions, such as what we choose to buy or how we
manage our backyards or other land. Together, we can work
to understand better the needs of our pollinators and to help
to keep them, and their habitats, healthy.

—Dewey Caron



PLANTING EFFORT BEAUTIFYS DELAWARE

This summer, while driving down Delaware highways, have
you noted some changes in roadside scenery? The improved
view is thanks to a new program entitled "Enhancing

¢ Using colonizing shrubs such as sumac helps to hold
off the intrusion by invasive plants as well as reduce
maintenance at the site. Workers

Delaware's Highways," a long-
term cooperative effort involv-
ing University of Delaware, the
Delaware Department of
Transportation, and the
Delaware Center for
Horticulture. The project was
made possible through an ini-
tial grant from the National
Urban and Community
Forestry Advisory Council foll-
wed by a DelDOT grant to use
highway landscaping to create
a regional sense of place.

The project's strategy is
threefold: to enhance the nat-
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just cut back the shrubs every 3
to 5 years, which also helps the
sumac grow in nicely, filling the
area with this hearty and attrac-
tive plant.

Motorists also will soon see
"Enhancing Delaware's
Highways" signs sprouting up
along these areas. DelDot now
wants to move away from the
research stage of the project to
implementing these strategies for
new roadside management plans.

Over the next two years, the
focus will be on more visible

ural habitat along roadside

highway areas considered to be

right-of-ways, to reveal the beauty of roadside vegetation
in all seasons, and to reduce maintenance.

Given a few management practices such as mowing at
certain times of the year and spot herbicide treatments to
get rid of invasive plants, the natural foliage takes over.
With the need for mowing minimized, the state can redirect
staff time in other valuable roadside maintenance work as
well as capitalize on the natural beauty of Delaware high-
way acreage.

Currently, 50 pilot sites throughout the state are being
used as models for the future of roadside management
and provide opportunities to experiment with what strate-
gies work best, including:

¢ In some areas we have used color-
accenting perennials including gold-
enrod (Solidago 'Fireworks') or black-
eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta), while other
sites may feature native grasses to produce a natural
look.

¢ Another strategy, called the "editing approach," was used
in one area along Route 896 and 1-95 in Newark known
as Iron Hill. Some of the overpopulated dense trees along
the hillside were removed to create several distinct clus-
ters of trees. This simple method creates a landscape that
looks more organized, or planned. The goal is to make
the site appeal aesthetically with bright fall colors and a
sense of order.

"Gateways to Communities."
Sites have already been selected along Interstate-13,
which include Harrington, Odessa, and Greenwood as
well as the 1-95 rest area. Look for the new signs.

— Susan Barton
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FALL AND MIMOSA WEBWORMS

Webworms are caterpillars that form silken nests at the
ends of branches in trees. The most noticeable webworm at
this time of year is the fall webworm. It webs on more than
75 species of trees including crabapple, cherry, sweetgum,
dogwood, walnut, oak, locust, and birch trees. Caterpillars
vary in color from light yellow to dark green. Long hairs stick
outward and parallel rows of black dots run down the length
of the caterpillar body. When alarmed, all of the caterpillars
make synchronous jerky movements as a defensive mecha-
nism.

When ready to pupate, caterpillars drop from the tree into
the leaf litter and may wander around on the surface of the
ground, decks and driveways for a day or two. With two gen-
erations of fall webworms each year, the second generation
is more noticeable and causes more damage than the first.
However, although unsightly, these caterpillars do little to
damage the health of the host plant. They feed only within
the silken nest because it offers protection.

Since the caterpillars do not leave the silken web and
since this web is their main means of protection, control of
these pests is relatively easy. To reduce these aesthetically
unpleasant nests, simply remove and destroy the branch
containing the nest, or open up the silken mass to allow nat-

ural predators inside. Though seldom neces-
sary, insecticides containing microbial Bt
will attack small caterpillars and
Diazinon, Sevin, or Orthene can be
@ used for spot treatments of larg-
B er caterpillars.

Another related webworm is
the mimosa webworm. In this
webbing caterpillar a single

individual webs together several

leaflets and feeds within the safety
of the web. The webworm tends to
aggregate while feeding and jointly
construct large nests on mimosa and
honeylocust. The thornless varieties
of honeylocust are particularly suscepti-
ble to infestations. When alarmed, the
caterpillars may rapidly descend on
threads of silk. There are two generations
per year.

While foliage is lost as a result of feeding, the actu-
al damage is difficult to assess since the webbing shields the
damage. For small infestations, the branches can be cut
from the tree and destroyed. In the case of large infestation,
insecticides are the most effective remedy. The insecticides
listed above for fall webworm can also be employed against

mimosa webworm. For successful application, spray shortly
after egg hatch.

—Dewey Caron

TWO SUMMER WASPS BENEFIT ENVIRONMENT

The beneficial parasitic scotid wasp can be spotted fly-
ing above lawns in search of green June beetle and/or
Japanese beetle grubs, which females use to lay their
eggs. The wasp larvae that hatch from the eggs kill the
grubs as they develop.

The scotid wasp is a sleek and hairy wasp with dark,
steel-blue wings and body. The rear half of the abdomen is
lighter, and, when viewed from above, two noticeable light
yellow spots are visible on the abdomen. These wasps are
usually seen flying low over lawns in the afternoon or early
evening during hot weather.

While these wasps are able to sting, they are not aggres-
sive and normally will not sting people unless handled or
stepped upon. While the wasps won't completely control
problems caused by white grubs, they provide some natural
suppression.

The cicada killer wasp is second beneficial wasp now
common in our landscape. Females can be found digging
holes as males hover about to patrol favorable nesting
sites. They often nest in sand traps of golf courses or in
sand around children's playground areas. The holes (about
the diameter of a nickel) are individually dug and provi-
sioned with paralyzed cicadas. Cicada killer wasps are
tough to control; if no control is initiated, their nesting area
may expand in subsequent seasons.

Cicada killer wasps are not likely to sting, nor do they
cause harm, and flight season is short. Spraying individual
wasps is futile since most of the individuals likely to be fly-
ing about the nesting area are males that cannot sting nor
build nests. If control is needed spray the surface of the soil
at the nesting site with one of the pyrethroids labeled for
soil-nesting insects. As females attempt to repair the dam-
age to their nest entrance, they will then be more likely con-
tact enough insecticide sufficient to kill them.

West Nile Virus is a mosquito-borne encephalitic dis-
ease identified for the first time in the United States and

—Dewey Caron



WEST NILE FEVER UPDATE

Western Hemisphere in late summer 1999. West
Nile fever is a disease that can result in encephali- {
tis (inflammation of the brain) ¢
and is of particular concern for

the elderly, infants, toddlers and ey
others with suppressed immune sys- ™ o
tems. Death is reported in 5 to 10 per- . e
cent of cases but most infected people /
exhibit mild flu-like symptoms that include /fffr 4
a fever, a rose-colored rash plus = i
headache and muscular pain. More

L4 i
severe symptoms include loss of mus- § \ N
cular coordination and inability to control i y
swallowing and breathing. / {
Epidemics of West Nile fever have / {
occurred in Africa, Central Europe, Pakistan "

and India and it showed up in the United States in |

1999. Experts are not sure how the disease was  /

brought to our shores, but it was most likely car-

ried by a person or animal from another country. By December
2001 there were 149 confirmed human cases in the US with 18
fatalities. This includes three human fatalities in Maryland and
two in New Jersey this past year. There have been no human
cases of West Nile virus reported in Delaware.

The disease is actually a bird disease. The normal cycle of
this disease is that a mosquito acquires the infection from a
sick bird and then transmits it to other birds. This cycle serves
to amplify the virus among both birds and mosquitoes. At some
point, so many mosquitoes become infected so that people
also are bitten may become infected. Human infection general-
ly occurs at a fairly low rate because the primary vector, the
northern house mosquito Culex pipens, prefers to feed on birds
and other animals. However, after extended rains, mosquito
populations can reproduce rapidly, leading to more infections in
birds and humans. Although people may become fearful about
contracting the disease from handling or being near a dead
bird, there is no known case of transmission between humans
and animals-the disease can be transmitted only by the direct
bite of an infected mosquito.

So far, crows seem to be the birds most severely affected by
the West Nile virus. The first crows confirmed with the virus
were found in New Castle County in mid-July this, one month
earlier than in previous years. A total of 34 birds with the dis-
ease were confirmed in 2001, all in northern New Castle
County. Baby chicks, mourning doves, laughing gulls, pigeons,
cormorants, geese and pheasants have also exhibited high
infection rates (20 percent or more of those tested). Even a
cardinal and a blue jay were found infected. Among mammals,
horses and cattle also become infected, and horses may die.
Two of four confirmed cases in Delaware horses resulted in
death last year.

If you find dead crows or other dead birds, contact the DE
Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC)
Mosquito control Division (New Castle County, 323-4492; Kent
& Sussex Counties, 422-1512 (evenings/weekends/holidays

800-523-3336.) If you have questions about West Nile Virus in
humans, call Division of Public Health 739-5617.

If your concerns are about animals, call the Delaware Department
of Agriculture at 800-282-8685. For further information on West
Nile encephalitis, consult the Web site of the Center for Disease

Control (http://www.cdc.gov)

—Dewey Caron

FRIENDS FALL PERENNIAL PLANT SALE SET FOR SEPT. 7

(Continued from page 8)

July. Its pink or blue blooms (depending on soil acidity) occur on
old wood. Shade-tolerant and easy to grow, “Lemon Wave”
hydrangea attain 5 feet in height.

Another hydrangea variety at the sale will be the Hydrangea
macrophylla “Todi”. A dwarf (3 to 4 feet height at maturity), this
cold-hardy shrub grows vigorously and blooms from May until
frost. The flower's rare rose-red color with a white speckled center
stands out against dark-green foliage.

Coreopsis “Limerick Ruby”, which is new to the marketplace, will
be available the day of the sale. This coreopsis bears a striking
resemblance to its yellow “Moonbeam” cousin, except the daisy-
like flowers are burgundy-red with yellow centers. True reds are
rare among perennials, making this a striking addition to any gar-
dener's palette. It flowers all summer atop with a graceful and airy
fine-cut foliage and into fall. Coreopsis “Limerick Ruby” will spread
to 30" to 36" over two seasons.

Another spectacular sale offering is Belamcanda chinensis,
common name blackberry lily, which has sword-
shaped iris-like foliage and toad-lily-like
speckled orange flowers. Although each
flower lasts only a day, bloom time is months
long-August and September. As the flowers
fade in fall, they are followed by clusters of
shiny black seeds that resemble blackber-
ries and the plant grows to two feet.

Proceeds from the sale go to UDBG
garden improvements as well as a schol-
arship fund. The Friends of the UDBG pro-
vide a scholarship to a landscape design student
enrolled in the College of Agriculture and Natural
Resources.
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FRIENDS FALL PLANT SALE SET FOR SEPT. 7

On Saturday, Sept. 7, from 9 a.m. until 3
p.m., plan to stop by the University of
Delaware for the fall plant sale sponsored by
the UD Botanic Gardens Friends group. This
annual event will be held in the fenced area
across from the Fischer Greenhouse, which is
located behind Townsend Hall on South
College Avenue in Newark.

Fall is the perfect time to plant
perennials, and visitors will have an
opportunity to browse among more U D BG F Rl E N DS
than 50 VarietieS of ﬂOWering plants, UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE BOTANIC GARDENS
groundcovers and shrubs, many of
which add fall and winter interest to any garden. A number of species on
sale are native to the northeastern United States and may be difficult to
find at commercial nurseries.

This year's featured plant is sedum. On sale will be at least 12 uncom-
mon sedum varieties, ranging from a one-inch thick-mat variety used for
rock gardens and for color among stepping stones to sedums that reach
24 inches in the course of a season. Many of the low-growing sedums
have lovely trailing habits, which makes them well suited for container
gardens.

Also on sale will be a hydrangea named “Lemon Wave” (Hydrangea
macrophylla) new to the marketplace The foliage of this plant is the
attraction-a bold blend of yellow, green, white and silver-and the leaves
are big. A lacecap hydrangea, it blooms for up to two months starting in

(Continued on page 7)



