


GROWING YOUR OWN POTATOES (continued from page 1)

After the young plants have sprouted and are 5 inches
tall, “hill” up the sides of the young plants with soil and
mulch with straw. Hilling is the process of mounding loose
soil around the plant to completely cover the developing
tubers. Hilling will help maintain soil moisture and tempera-
ture as well as help prevent the “greening” injury of the
young potatoes exposed to sunlight at the soil surface. Hoe

carefully around the plants while they are
young, before rows have closed
in. Deep cultivation may
cut potato roots and
slow growth.

A common pest of
home-grown potatoes
(also of eggplant and
tomatoes) is the Colorado
Potato Beetle (CPB), a
y small (about 3/8-inch long)
yellow beetle with black
stripes. The first instar or
- larvae is very small and
dark red in color.

The next stage
of the immature
= Colorado potato
beetle is reddish-
=" pink, humped-
’ back with two rows
Z i of black dots. All stages
of this pest chew holes in the plant leaves
and, in some cases, eat the flowers. In severe infestations,
the entire plant will be devoured. Early scouting and
destroying the eggs before hatch will help control this pest.
The eggs are orange-yellow and can be found on the under-
side of leaves. To control larvae and adults, hand-pick the
beetle off, or when populations reach epidemic proportions,
apply Rotenone Dust to the foliage.

Potatoes are mature and ready to harvest when the majority
of the tops have died. For highest yields, do not dig until
two weeks after vines have naturally died down. This allows
the skins to set and reduces skin peeling, bruising and rot in
storage. Use a spade or fork to dig your potatoes, but be
careful not to cut or bruise them.

Allow the newly dug potatoes to dry as quickly as possible
and store them in a cool, dark place. Most homes do not
have a suitable place to store potatoes for more than four to
six weeks. To keep potatoes for several months, the tubers
must be cured in a dark place at 60 to 65 degrees F and a
humidity of 85 percent or higher for 10 days. After the tubers
are cured, keep them in a cool (40 to 45 degrees F), dark
place with high humidity. Under these conditions most
varieties will not sprout for two to three months.

So if you are tired of winter and your green thumb is

itching to plant, start with potatoes. Come June, you will be
glad you did!
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—Maggie Moor-Orth

THE POTATO MAKES SPUD-TACULAR DIET SENSE

Potatoes are highly nutritious and full of energy-boosting
carbohydrates, yet contain only traces of fat—the perfect
complement to any meal-whether it’s breakfast, lunch or
dinner. The term tuber refers to the thickened underground
stem of a potato plant, which is the part of the plant we eat.
In the United States, where the potato wins out as the most
popular vegetable, this tasty tuber contributes more often
to the minimum goal of eating three vegetable servings as
recommended by the USDA's Food Guide Pyramid. One
medium potato provides:

e 45 percent of the daily requirement for vitamin C
» 21 percent of the daily requirement for potassium
e Three grams of fiber

* And only 100 calories

Potatoes also supply thiamin, niacin, iron, carbohydrates
and small amounts of vegetable protein. Low in sodium and
easy to digest, potatoes are highly acceptable in almost any
diet. Potatoes retain nutrients better if cooked whole. Peeled
potatoes turn dark if not cooked immediately after peeling.
To protect their whiteness, toss them with ascorbic acid
mixture or a little lemon juice. Prolonged soaking in cold
water can cause potatoes to lose some vitamins.

According to Maggie Moor-Orth (see article on page 1),
potatoes can be grown in pots as well as plots, and NASA
probably would agree. In 1995, the potato became the first
space-grown vegetable. Space scientists and nutritionists
concluded that the potato was the perfect renewable plant
food to fill up astronauts on long space voyages and feed
future space colonies.

How the potato measures up:

« 1 pound of fresh potatoes is equivalent to 3 medium
potatoes and makes up about 2 cups mashed potatoes
and 2 cups of french fries

« 1 bushel equals 60 pounds and fills 18 to 22 quarts
= 2 pounds potatoes renders 6 servings potato salad
(just figure 1 potato per serving)

—Sue Snider
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MAKING AN ALL-AMERICAN GARDEN

By all-American | am not referring to the popular plant
selection program—All-America Selections (AAS). Rather, |
mean creating a patriotic garden. In the wake of September
11th many Americans have used flags; decals; and red, white
and blue Christmas lights to demonstrate their patriotism.
This spring, many are turning to the garden.

Yet creating a tasteful red, white and blue garden may be a
little tricky. Red, white and blue make great colors for a flag
because they provide contrast. However, these colors are not
the typical hues to blend for a harmonious garden bed.

One solution is to throw harmony out the window, and
just make a bold statement. Large-scale American flag gardens
created with red, white and blue annuals may be great for large
landscapes or even for the homeowner who wants to devote
a front lawn to a patriotic display, but not really practical for
most of us.

To show your patriotism in the garden yet keep some
harmony, focus primarily on red and white plants, then add
a hint of blue for accent. That is how the flag is designed
anyway. Think about lining your front walkway with a double
line of plants—first red and then white (or vice versa). Then
add a small mass of blue by the front door. Or use a row of
red and a row of white plants as edging in a garden bed and
plant a blue mass at one end of the border. If possible avoid
alternating red and white plants because the contrast will be
too much for the eye to take in. Use large masses of solid
colors in bands to evoke the stripes of the flag.

Here are some plant suggestions for each color:

Red:

Salvia splendens — Scarlet sage — probably the best red for a
sunny garden.

Pelargonium x hortorum — Geranium — it’s hard to beat a
red geranium.

Impatiens cv. — a good red for the shady garden.
White:

Antirhinum majus — Snapdragon — be sure to purchase only
white and not a mix of colors

Catharanthus roseus — Annual vinca — another good ground
cover of white.

Viola cv. — Pansy — good for early white color, but will fade
out in the heat of June.

Lobelia maritima — Sweet alyssum — a great delicate low-
growing white flower.

Impatiens cv. — a good white for shade.

Begonia sempervirens — another white for shade.

Petunia cv. — many good petunias can make a mass of white.
Blue:

Salvia farinacea — Mealy cup sage — provides a nice bright blue.
Ageratum — a nice low-growing blue with fuzzy flowers.
Lobelia — also a low-growing blue flower

—Susan Barton
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AND THE
WINNERS ARE...
DELAWARE PLANTS OF THE YEAR

Delaware’s plant of the year program was established in
1995 to promote the use of excellent but under-used plants
for Delaware landscapes. Selections are hardy in Delaware, have
few disease or insect problems, are non-invasive, are adapted
to a variety of landscape uses, possess significant horticultural
assets, are currently under-used in Delaware landscapes and
are available from Delaware growers, nurseries and garden
centers. The plants are chosen by a selection committee with
representation from the Delaware Nursery and Landscape
Association, the University of Delaware, Delaware State
University, the Delaware Center for Horticulture, Peninsula
Horticultural Society, the “Delaware Today” magazine and
the Delaware Master Gardeners. The D.N.L.A. board of direc-
tors makes the final selection.

Nyssa sylvatica

This beautiful native tree goes by the common names of
black tupelo, black gum or sour gum. It is the first forest tree
in Delaware to show fall color. Dark lustrous green leaves
turn from fluorescent yellow to orange to scarlet. Young trees
are somewhat pyramidal, with strongly horizontal branches
and pendulous lower branches, similar to a pin oak. Consider
this a large shade tree reaching 50’ in height (and rarely up to
100’) with a 30’ spread. Nyssa, which should be transplanted
in the early spring, prefers a moist, well-drained, acid soil.
Very effective in groves or at the forest edge, this tree adds
grace throughout the growing season and a bright blaze of
red in the fall.

Helleborus x hybridus

The lenton rose is one of the finest low-growing, early-
flowering plants in cultivation and no garden should be
without several clumps, says Allan Armitage in his book
Herbaceous Perennial Plants. The 12-to-16-inch-wide, leathery,
dark green leaves are showy all year. Nodding flowers in colors
from white to plum appear while Delaware is still in the
middle of winter. Flowers last for 8 to10 weeks on the plants;
they also make great cut flowers, lasting for several weeks in
a vase indoors. Lenton rose is easy to grow, requiring only a
little shade and moisture.

GOLD MEDAL AWARD WINNERS

The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society has named four
plants as Gold Medal winners for 2002. These annual awards
provide a forum for growers to choose outstanding plants
for the trade. Over the past 14 years, 77 woody plants—all
phenomenal garden performers and hardy from New York

(continued on page 7)



FORCING BRANCHES FOR WINTER BLOOM

This year some spring-flowering trees
and shrubs are already blooming out-
doors, like early-flowering cherries and
witch hazels. But by cutting woody
branches and bringing them indoors,
you can enjoy early flowering both
inside and out. Branches can be forced
after they have received six weeks of
cold temperatures. Choose twigs with
plenty of fat flower buds. Many fruit
trees flower on short branches called
spurs. Look for spurs on cherry, apple,
crabapple or pear branches. Prune only
a few twigs from any one tree or shrub.
This will leave enough on the plant for
a good spring flower display.

When forcing in the dead of winter,
it takes a few weeks for branches to
break dormancy and leaf out of flower.
This year, that process has already started
so it will happen more quickly indoors.
Bring the branches into a cool room and
submerge them overnight in a tub of
room temperature water to help replace
some of the moisture that is lost in
winter. Place the branches in a bucket
or vase of water and keep them away
from direct light while the buds swell.
High temperatures or low humidity can
cause the buds to dry out or drop off.

A basement is a great place for this first
week of forcing. (This year, the first

phase may take only a few days.)
Check and change the water often.
When the buds begin to swell, bring
the plants into a lighted room. Light
helps the flower color develop.

Here are some plants that force well:

Aesculus hippocastanum (Horse
chestnut) — has attractive,
umbrella-shaped leaves and
pyramids of flowers.

Amelanchier canadensis
(Serviceberry) — is a small native
tree that is first to bloom in the
woods and will force easily
with small white flowers.

Chaenomeles speciosa
(Flowering quince) — has
light red-orange flowers and
is one of the best shrubs to
force because the flowers are
long-lasting and very colorful.

Cornus mas (Cornelian
cherry) — is a member of the
dogwood family and has small yellow
flowers that force easily.

Forsythia sp. — provides a profusion
of yellow flowers, but you better act
quickly because it will be blooming on
its own soon!

Lonicera sp. (Honeysuckle) — has
single or clustered flowers. Some
varieties are quite fragrant.

Magnolia sp. — produce large striking
creamy white to deep purple flowers.
It forces quickly and easily, but
7 will probably be blooming
outdoors very soon.

Prunus sp. (Cherry) — produce
white or pink flowers in
" clusters or spurs. Some
c#“ cherries started blooming
in the UDBG as early as
#  mid-February.
Malus sp. (Apple and
&2 Crabapple) — produce white
or pink flowers on spurs.

Salix caprea (Pussy willow)
= — has large silken white
catkins.
© Spiraea prunifolia
(Bridalwreath spirea) —
has small white flowers
along straight or slightly
curved stems.

—Susan Barton
The article was adapted from an article
entitled “Forcing Branches for Winter Bloom,”
written by Caryn Popwitch, Horticulture
Consultant, Suffolk County that appeared in
Grow Line, February 2001 .

{Iﬁlmaﬁ?ﬂo e e continued from page 1

= Start seeds for warm weather crops In the landscape:
indoors under lights or in a sunny window. » Spring is the time to move woody plants
Use covers over flats to keep the humidity and shrubs before the leaves emerge.

I h|'19h while s'e(ids a:je g.ermlnatmg. = Plant any new landscape plants in the spring

n the perennial gar en: to take advantage of natural rainfall. If you

= Cut back the dead foliage from last year's wait until May, you will be on the hook for
perennials. more watering this summer.

= Cut back ornamental grass foliage to make = Spray dormant oil on deciduous trees with
way for newly emerging leaves. overwintering insect eggs. You can smother

= Dig and divide old perennials to rejuvenate eggs before crawlers emerge in the late
and enhance flowering spring and summer.

= Fertilize tulips after flowering. = Prune out suckers and water sprouts while

= Cut daffodils to brighten the office or they are easily visible before trees and
kitchen table. shrubs leaf out.

= Bring in stems of forsythia and pussy willow = Prune roses by removing dead canes back to
to great woody arrangements. 3", all other canes to 6” and remove debris.

= Prune needle evergreens when growth
begins.

= Plant pansies to brighten up the end of
the winter and welcome spring.
In the lawn:

= [|f you had a problem with crabgrass last
summer, now is the time to apply a pre-
emergent herbicide. If your grass is thick
and you mow it to a height of 2% to 3
inches, you may not need to use an herbi-
cide. The grass will shade the weed seeds
and prevent them from germinating.

= Use a small amount of nitrogen fertilizer for
spring greenup. Don’t apply more than %
Ib/1000 square feet. This application is not
necessary, especially if you fertilized last fall.

= Sharpen the lawn mower blade and cut at
the proper height. (Kentucky bluegrass,
perennial ryegrass, red fescue - 2% - 3“;
tall fescue — 3”)



LAWN MANAGEMENT PRACTICES REDUCE DISEASE

Turf selection. When establishing a
new lawn or renovating an existing
lawn, select a turf species or mixture of
species adapted to your site conditions
and the level of management that you
are willing to give to keep the turf
growing well.

Delaware is in the transition zone, in
which the cool-season grasses (Kentucky
bluegrass, perennial ryegrass, tall fescue,
red fescue) are stressed during our hot,
dry summers, and the warm-season
grasses (Bermuda grass, zoyzia grass),
which are invasive and turn brown
after a frost. Most people in this region
prefer the cool-season grasses. Of the
cool-season grasses turf-type tall fescue
under most situations is the best adapted
for normal lawn use. It is more drought-
tolerant, disease- and insect-resistant,
and requires less fertilizer than blue-
grass, ryegrass and fine fescues. It can be
seeded or sodded. Turf-type tall fescue
sod usually contains about 10 percent
bluegrass for sod strength and ability
to repair bare spots. Perennial ryegrass
can be added when seeding for quick
germination, because tall fescue is slower

to germinate. Plant
only high-quality
seed or sod from a
reputable supplier.
Seeding is best left
to the fall from late
August through
September.

Soil and
fertility man-
agement. Soil
conditions
including fertility

are crucial for

establishing and
maintaining a
lawn successfully.
A balanced fer-
tility program
based on soil

test results every 3 to 5 years and
before seeding a new lawn will
improve the vigor of plants and their
resistance to diseases. Establishing
lawns on new construction sites where
topsoil may have been removed or
only a thin layer is present is particu-
larly difficult. The addition of organic
matter in the form of topsoil, leaf
mold, compost, or other source of
organic matter is recommended. Soil
compaction can be a serious problem
in a newly constructed lawn as well as
in older lawns. Compacted soil
excludes air and impedes water move-
ment, which reduces root function,
thus causing a decline in plant vigor
and disease resistance. In new lawns,
it is important to prepare the soil well.
Make sure the seedbed is firm but not
compacted. In established lawns, core
aeration will relieve compaction and
reduce thatch accumulation.

Nitrogen management is the most
significant influence on disease severity.
Excessive applications of highly soluble
nitrogen can favor diseases, such as
brown patch, Pythium blight, and leaf
spot. The succulent grass has thinner
cell walls, which are more easily
penetrated by fungi. Conversely, turf
grown in nutrient-poor soil can be
prone to dollar spot, rust diseases,
and red thread. Light applications of
nitrogen to turf in this condition will
stimulate turf to produce leaves faster
than the fungus can infect them. Most
of the nitrogen requirements for your
lawn should be applied in the fall or
early spring before April 30. Most lawns
require a total of 2-3 pounds of actual
nitrogen per 1,000 sq. ft. per year.
Kentucky bluegrass lawns are heavy
feeders and require the upper limit,
while tall fescue lawns require the
lower suggested rate. No more than
0.5 Ib of actual nitrogen per 1,000
sq.ft. should be applied in the spring

Mowing. Regular mowing is neces-
sary to maintain quality turf. Mowing
favors fungal infection by creating
wounds and, in some cases, spreading
the fungus. Height of cut also influ-
ences disease susceptibility. Mowing
too closely predisposes turf to several

diseases by removing the youngest,
most photosynthetically productive
tissues. This causes a depletion of food
reserves in the plant, which are needed
for disease resistance and recovery from
stress and injury. Remove no more
than 1/3 of the leaf tissue at one time.
Keep mower blades sharp. When grass
is mowed regularly, clippings can
remain on the lawn; they do not
contribute to thatch and can reduce
the nitrogen requirements of the lawn.

Water management. \Water is
necessary for spore germination and
fungal growth. Proper use of irrigation
can influence turfgrass diseases.
Frequency, timing, and duration of
irrigation are important factors to
avoid predisposing turf to diseases.

At the extreme, over-watered turf is
succulent and prone to infection.
Waterlogged soils are not well aerated
and root growth is hindered. Algae
and mosses thrive in waterlogged soils,
particularly where turf density is poor.
On the other hand, droughty soils
predispose turf to infection as well.
Irrigate deeply but infrequently to
avoid drought stress. This maintains
the turf in good vigor and reduces the
impact of diseases. In the summer,
morning or afternoon is the preferred
time to irrigate so that the turf has a
chance to dry by nightfall. An alterna-
tive approach is not to water and let
the lawn go dormant and recover on
its own when rainfall returns.

Thatch management. Thatch
accumulation of more than 1/2 inch
can restrict root growth and predis-
pose turf to drought damage and
diseases. Kentucky bluegrass, ryegrass,
and fine fescue lawns are more prone
to thatch accumulation. Many turfgrass
pathogens can survive as saprophytes
in the thatch layer. Summer patch,
leaf spot, and melting-out diseases
are a few of the diseases favored by
excessive thatch accumulations.
Regular core aeration in the spring or
fall will reduce thatch accumulation
and open compacted soils.

—Bob Mulrooney



LATE MARCH-EARLY APRIL/PEST ALERT

Ants/Termites: often one of the earliest control decisions in
the spring — see information in this issue on ID and control.

Spruce spider mites: on juniper, arborvitae or other evergreens,
especially those in warm, sheltered sides.

Hemlock woolly adelgid: on older, mature stand of hemlocks;
look for white spots of cottony material. Females laying eggs
before end of month will result in more of the white foamy
material at base of needles.

White pine weevil: look for adults and their damage on
terminals of pine.

Bugs (leaf-footed and boxelder), ants, flies, wasps, Asian
lady beetles: Adults continue emerging from winter hiberna-
tion inside homes and show up at windows trying to escape.

Clover mites: periodic swarms on surfaces/plants on warmer,
sunny exposures; especially common at homes on edges of
developments and in new plantings.

HOME-WRECKERS ARE
ON THE MOVE COME SPRING

Something no homeowner wants to see in spring is the
flight of reproductives (swarmers) of the eastern subterranean
termite. This insect is a serious pest. Workers feed on wood
in homes, buildings, some types of mulch and wooden land-
scape structures. The best indication of an active infestation
is the presence of winged males and females (swarmers),
which begin to show up this month.

It’s easy to confuse termites and ants. Winged termite
swarmers, like ants, are dark-colored, almost black. Both
have long, pale-colored wings but in termites both the front
and back pairs of wings are nearly equal in size and shape.
Ants have unequal wings with the front pair larger than the
hind and with a darkened anterior edge with a dark spot.
Ants also have elbowed antennae whereas termites have
straight, beaded antennae. If you are unfortunate enough to
find winged “swarmers” suddenly appearing in or near your
home, look to see if the four wings are equal or unequal in
size, then look at the antennae.

If you confirm they are termite swarmers and they are
emerging inside a building, it usually means that the structure
is infested. Termites found outdoors, sometimes in large
numbers on the soil surface or climbing on the foundation

could come from a number of locations but
are not necessarily in your home. It does
mean termite pressure is high and
your home could face termite
infestation this season.

If you find termite swarmers or
you suspect an infestation, contact a
pest control operator (PCO). The PCO
will locate the nest and recommend
control options. Get several quotes
for control. You are buying a
home service so compare prices.
The most common termite solu-

—
T e

tion is now baiting. Plastic traps are placed around structures
and attractive wooden blocks placed inside. The stations are
monitored on a regular basis — when termites show up an
insecticide treatment is substituted
and the termite workers carry the
material back to their nest. This
control technology is also available
to the homeowner but be sure you
understand the instructions and
are prepared to continuously monitor
the stations.

Just because the swarmers will
disappear after a few days does
not mean the termites are gone.
Although you don’t need to rush
into a control decision, don’t put it
off for another season.

Winged Ant

—Dewey Caron

THE ANTS GO MARCHING, AND NOT IN PAIRS!

Ants, a common social insect, seldom show up alone.
If you see one ant, there are likely to be many. Ant control
must extend beyond just where we first see them to where
they live. Effective control may include elimination of their
nests or simply forcing ants to forage for food/water some-
where else.

You can identify ants inside the home by color, size, and
odor. Following are hints on identification and control of the
three most common spring ants:

« Citronella ants are yellowish and have a lemon smell if
crushed slightly. Although they may appear throughout the
year, swarms of this ant are especially common in March/April.
It is important to ID them because Citronella ants do not need
control as they do not live or feed inside homes or other struc-
tures though they may swarm into basements or crawl spaces.
They are feeders on honeydew of aphids that live in the soil.
Pick up these ants with a vacuum cleaner, then caulk or close
areas they appear to prevent a repeat of the swarmers.

e Pharaoh ants are black, with prominent sculptured lines
on the head. They nest in soil but readily enter homes to
feed on a variety of foods. Control inside is most effective by
use of baits. Also, treat entry areas with a crack-and-crevice
insecticide spray. You do not need to spray where you are
seeing them—just where they enter the home. These ants
typically will move to other foods when their food or water
is eliminated so general sanitation might be enough.

= Carpenter ants are generally thought of as the large
black ant we might see in homes but there are some species
that are red with black or smallish black ants that exist in
our area. They eat both soft-bodied insects and honeydew.
They are associated with high-moisture areas, such as wood
in contact with damp soil, crawl spaces, backed-up roof eaves
or pipes/air conditioners that leak water onto wood.

Carpenter ants inhabit a large variety of wood. They are
welcome in tree stumps, dead limbs and in hollow tree bases,



less welcome in landscape timbers, in fire wood piles or wooden
lawn structures and definitely unwelcome in structure
insulation, attics, crawl spaces, hollow doors or in wooden
decks or porches. Structures that have ornamental plants
with populations of aphids and scale insects attract carpenter
ants because these common plant-sucking insects are food
sources for carpenter ants.

Carpenter ants are generally nocturnal feeders
active between 10-2. They return to their i

nests after successfully locating food but \
generally do not forage more than 150 “‘\}@

yards from the nest. One method of finding W“‘\
where the nest is located is to bait them and M\‘S‘“

then follow their route back to the nest. This { }

works best during their nocturnal activity \ \‘},\\}\w
periods. Since nest needs include both sugar X4 £
(carbohydrate) and protein, a good bait station should RN
include both food sources. Finely ground-up insects

(such as a cricket or fly) usually attracts protein Carpenter

foragers and honey or grape/strawberry jam is a Ant
good, tasty carbohydrate.

Increasingly we control carpenter ant infestations via use
of baits. Forager ants are not very flexible in their behavior
and thus one of the real control challenges is to place the bait
where the ants will encounter it and then begin to use it.
Foragers will only forage one food type — if they are foraging
protein (such as visiting aphids on shrubbery adjacent to the
house), they will ignore a sugar bait offering. Thus baiting
works when lots of bait portions are offered and both sugar
and protein baits are included. Since carpenter ants can’t
chew their food, baits need to be the proper portable size to
be collected.

In almost all cases of these early ants and for later species,
simple use of an insecticide is usually not very effective control.
If you cannot reduce the ants it is best to consider calling a
pest control company.

—Dewey Caron

EXTENSION PUB ON DROUGHT AND
THE LANDSCAPE AVAILABLE

In Delaware a summer drought is not unusual. But spring?
As you know, we are in a drought warning, and surrounding
states are already at the drought-emergency level. So while we
wait for April showers, you may want to do a little reading—
specifically, “Dealing with Drought in the Landscape,” a
University of Delaware Cooperative Extension pamphlet.

Packed with valuable advice and information, the publica-
tion details the effect of drought on the landscape, how to
prepare the home garden to cope with continuing dry condi-
tions, and watering guidelines for lawns, flowers, shrubs,
trees and vegetables. One section helps the homeowner iden-
tify possible drought injury. Another explains how to reduce
water requirements in the home landscape.

“Dealing with Drought in the Landscape” is free. Call Dot
Milsom at 302-831-2531 to request a copy by mail.

GEAR UP FOR PUSH LAWNMOWER TUNE-UP

With spring just around the corner, it’s time to get your
lawnmower in shape for the long grass-cutting season ahead.
To help with this maintenance, Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity
and the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) at the
University of Delaware are once again offering a push lawn
mower tune-up service the weekend of April 12-14.

The tune-up includes an oil change, spark plug replaced,
air filter cleaned, blade sharpened and tightened, and the
lawnmower deck-washed. The cost is $30.

Bring your lawnmower (no riding ones please) to the engi-
neering shop behind Townsend and Worrilow Halls on South
College Avenue, across from the Chrysler plant. Drop-off
times are Friday, April 12, between 4 and 8 p.m. and
Saturday, April 13, from 8 to 2 p.m. You can pick up your
mowers on the day following your drop-off.

For more information, call 831-2501, or e-mail
bugguy@udel.edu.

AND THE WINNERS ARE... (continued from page 3)

to Washington, DC-have won the award. Each of the next four
issues of Garden Check will feature a Gold Medal Award Winner.

Buxus sempervirens ‘Vardar Valley’

Found growing in the Vardar Valley of the Balkans in 1935,
this low-growing and extremely dense boxwood is tough and
very cold-hardy, tolerating temperatures through Zone 5
(-10°F to -20°F). Its blue-gray foliage color lasts through the
winter and the plants are not attractive to deer on their “mid-
night refrigerator runs.” Because of its attractive mounding
form, ‘Vardar Valley’ is a useful foundation shrub or edge-of-
the-border landscape plant. This tough, durable shrub looks
great when used in combination with dwarf conifers in a
rock garden setting.

While ‘Vardar Valley’ adapts to poor soils, it performs best
in well-drained situations. It prefers full sun, but will tolerate
light shade. No serious insect or disease problems affect this
selection. Indeed, because of its beautiful mounding form,
dark green foliage, deer resistance, cold-hardiness and overall
adaptability, ‘Vardar Valley’ is an exceptional landscape
shrub for the garden.

—Susan Barton

The preceding Gold Medal Award description was written by
Joe Gray, general manager of Hines Nurseries, located in Vacavile
and Winters, California, and member of the Gold Medal Committee.
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MAKE YOUR NEIGHBORS GREEN WITH ENVY THIS SPRING
Oe\aWare New Castle County Cooperative Extension Master
Gardeners show you the tools to make your neighbors
g green with envy at your gardening and landscaping
skills. Some classes are still available.

Perennials for Gardens Great and Small —
" April 4 — Perfect your blend and timing of
) perennials. Learn the best choices for this region.
@& e} I Hate My Lawn — April 8, 10 — Learn to love
f@p Gardeo your lawn through discussions about soil, fertilizer,
chemical and water reduction, and mowers.

Water Gardening — April 18 — Relax to the soothing sounds of running
water in your backyard. Learn how to design and install a water garden
complete with plants and accessories.

Ground Covers — April 22 — Stop fighting tree roots and wets spots in your
lawn. Learn what low-maintenance, beautiful flowers and ground covers are
suited to those challenging spots can enhance your landscape and reduce labor.

Structures in the Garden — May 2 — Discover how to grace your garden
with trellises, pergolas, statuary benches and more.

Go Native — May 13 — With the Extension Teaching Garden as a classroom
laboratory, learn how to choose shrubs and perennials native to our region.

You Can’t Not Compost — May 14 — Don’t trash your yard waste and
kitchen scraps. Learn how to recycle everything and get nature’s organic fertilizer.

For additional information, call the New Castle County Extension office at
831-COOP, or check out the Web at http://ag.udel.edu/ncc/mg-wkshp-info.html.





