BLUEGRASS/FESCUE LAWN MAINTENANCE
PROGRAM Il

Using Insoluble N Fertilizers (35% WIN or less)

Date Amount to apply per 1000 sq. ft.

---- Clippings Removed ----

Aug. 15-Sept. 156 20 Ibs. 10-6-4

SOIL TESTING LABORATORY
110 WORRIL.OW HALL
NEWARK, DE 19717-1303

SOIL TEST NOTES

NOTE 9: Fertilizing Bluegrass and Fescue

Lawns
March - April 10 to 15 tbs. 10-6-4
---- Clippings Left On ----
Aug. 15 - Oct. 1 8 to 10 Ibs. 26-4-8, 27-3-3 or ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW LAWNS
equivalent
. LIME -- Spread ground limestone evenly at the
March - April 410 5 Ibs. 26-4-6, 27-3-3 or recommended rate and mix thoroughly into the soil to

equivalent

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Additional information may be obtained from
University of Delaware Cooperative Extension offices in
Newark, Dover, and Georgetown.

Revised by:

S. Barton , Department of Plant and Soil Science
K. Gartley, Soil Testing Program

October, 2002

The University of Delaware is committed to assuring equal
opportunity to all persons and does not discriminate on the
basis of race, creed, color, gender, age, religion, national origin,
disability, veterans status, or sexual preference in the
educational programs, activities, admissions or employment
practices as required by Title 1X of the Educational
Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, Title VI of the Chvil Rights Act of 1964, and other
applicable statutes. Inquiries cancerning Title X, Section 504
compliance and information regarding campus accessibility and
Title VI should be referred to the Office of Affirmative Action,
307 Hullihen Hall (302) £31-2835.

a depth of 4 to 6 inches. Rotofilling will work best
although spading and hoeing are also effeciive.

Apply lime before seeding. Lime applied on the
surface moves into the soil very slowly, When you
apply lime before seeding, it can be worked in, to
bring the soil pH up to its optimal level of 6.0 to 6.5.
Once the lawn is established, only small amounts of
lime every two or three years are needed,

FERTILIZER - When seeding a lawn, spread the
recommended fertilizer over the surface and mix in
thoroughly. After lime and fertilizer have been
incorporated, rake the area smooth and spread the
seed.

Recommendations are given as an amount of a
certain type, or grade, of ferilizer. The three numbers,
such as 10-10-10, refer to the percentages of nitrogen
(N), phosphorus (P,O}, and potassium (K,0) in the
fertilizer. Substitutions for recommended grades of
fertilizer can almost always be made. For example,
substituting 4-10-6 for 5-10-5 will not result in
noticeable differences because the iwo materials are
so similar. Alfernatively, 8-18-10 could be used at
one-half the rate recommended for 5-10-5 hecause
the two materials have simitar ratios {(approximately 1-
2-1). Similarly, 7 pounds 18-5-9 will do the same job
as 10 pounds 12-4-8. Use a material that is readily
available from a local supplier and calculate the actual
amount of fertilizer applied.
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