Community Issues Forum

Frequently Asked Questions
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Community Issue Forums
Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is a Community Issues Forum?

Delaware Cooperative Extension has been selected to organize a series of public discussions throughout the state of Delaware. Youth and adult citizens will join together to deliberate on issues of concern in their communities.  

The goals of the forum include giving youth, adults, and people of different backgrounds a process through which they can talk to one another about an issue, weigh the advantages and consequences of alternative courses of action, and seek a shared sense of direction in creating public policy.

Teens will become familiar with local decision making processes and improve leadership skill, and adults will recognize the creative solutions youth bring to the table in discussing problems.

Because of the dramatically changing landscape of their communities, the five areas selected for The Community Issues Forums are Bridgeville, Georgetown, West Rehoboth, Harrington, and Middletown.

2. Who can participate?

We are looking for 2 adults and 5 high school aged youth Action Team Leaders from each of the 5 communities mentioned to spearhead the process, and then 35-40 more youth and 35-40 more adults per community to participate in the actual community issue forums.

3. Who is sponsoring this program? 

Delaware Cooperative Extension through it program at the University of Delaware and Delaware State University are the lead sponsors. Other significant participation is expected to come from FFA students and teachers from the targeted communities as well as volunteers and youth from the Chesapeake Bay Girl Scout Council. The funding to support this program comes from the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, under Agreement No. 2005-45201-0332, through a grant administered by the National 4-H Council.

4. When will the issue forums be held in the 5 communities? 

The issues forums are currently being held in the 5 communities.  Please see the 4-H web site or NIFI web site for exact times and locations. 

5. What must the youth and adult Action Team Leaders do?

Training for both youth and adult Action Team Leaders is available.  Please email krjohn@udel.edu to discuss training opportunities.   There are various roles for youth and adults  including leading community discussions, record keeping, greeting of participants, and other activities of meeting management.  Action Team Leaders will also be planning the next step for their projects and working to implement the agreed solution.

6. What funding is available?

Each community may receive up to $2000.00 towards implementation of the solution they have selected. Participation in the process is voluntary.

7. Tell me about the training…

During a one day training session, adult and youth Action Team Leaders learn how to conduct a Community Issues Forum using materials developed by The National Issues Forum.  At the training, participants gain first hand forum experience on the topic they have selected.  This gives them the skills to conduct the forums in their communities and to follow up on community suggestions.  

8. How will the Action Team know what issue to discuss?

Each Action Team should meet before their training and select the forum topic from the list of National Issues Forum topics.   Possible topics might be “Preparing for a Good Future, What Kind of Education Do We Need after High School?” or “Immigration”, or “Drugs”, “Alcohol” or “Domestic Violence”. Etc.  For a more extensive list of topics visit the web site www.nifi.org/discussion_guides/index.aspx. 

9. What is the time commitment for Action Team Leaders and participants?

The time commitment will depend on the issue selected by the team.  Both youth and adult Action Team Leaders should plan to commit 4-6 hours per month.   Forum participants will be involved one time for 3-4 hours.

10.  Where will forum participants come from?

Action Team Leaders are encouraged to recruit friends and neighbors for their forums.  Recommended participation rate is approximately 35 youth and 35 adults per forum, but numbers slightly higher or lower are also recommended.   Press releases are available to assist with recruiting forum participants.  There is a team of Cooperative Extension staff committed to the recruitment of participants and the success of the forums!
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