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Valley Creek Preserve
Meadow Restoration Project

Mile-a-minute Biological Control 
Cooperators Meeting

January 26, 2010

Open Land Conservancy of 
Chester County
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Open Land Conservancy

• Non-profit, land trust, established in 1939

• Focused in Tredyffrin Township, Chester County 

• Volunteer-managed, member supported

• Protect 480 acres - 118 eased, 462 owned in 8 
Nature Preserves

• Preserves open to the public via mowed trail 
network

• Succession-based land management
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1930’s Farmland
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Land Development

• OLC evolved in conjunction with the 
development of the township

• Two distinct eco-systems: steep slopes, flood 
plain around Valley Creek

• Wooded preserves generally fine, except for 
deer destruction

• Valley preserves being over-run by invasives
• Vines, shrubs, annuals
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2000’s Scrubland
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View from the Roof
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Getting to a Decision

• Evolving Board facilitated a new look at our land 
management approach

• Catalytic event: neighbor offer of financial 
assistance focused on clearing

• Knew we had to replace, not just remove, and 
ongoing maintenance had to be low

• Professional advocacy of warm season grasses

• We had a contained area for a pilot
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Heavy Machinery

March 
2007
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Deer Run Free

March 
2007

10

Mile-a-Minute Eden

June 
2007
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Time for the Chemicals…

June 
2007

Accord
Weedar

Eco-Bound Inc.
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…..Then More Machinery

August 
2007

Eco-Bound Inc.
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View from Google Earth

2007

14

No Till Drill Seeding

April 
2008

Seed Mix

Big Bluestem          35%
Little Bluestem        34%
Indian Grass           16%
Switchgrass              8%
Canadian Wild Rye   3%
Wildflowers               5%

Eco-Bound Inc.

15

Mile-a-Minute reclaims its territory

July 2008
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Brian O’Neill to the Rescue

July 
2008

Milestone
Garlon
Overdrive
Competitor MSO

Weeds Inc.
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The Grasses Come Up

September 
2008
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Grasses and Mile-a-Minute

September 
2008
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A Tidy Research Plot

October 
2008
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Weevils put to Work
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The Second Year

November 
2009
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After the First Mowing

January 
2010
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A Tough Competitor

January 
2010


