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Is MAM an Agricultural Pest in NJ?
YES!!

• Christmas tree 
farms

• Overran several 
pastures 25+ acres

• Problem in a PYO 
orchard

• Invaded field corn 
on a dairy farm

Number of R. latipesReleased in NJ

Year
Total # Adults 
Released in NJ

2004 200

2005 11,795

2006 22,465

2007 30,054

2008 46,616

2009 25,858*

2010 14,050*

Total 151,038
*Reduction due to out-of-state shipments

2007
Releases

2004-2006
Releases

2008 Releases
& Dispersal
Recoveries

Weevil Release and Recovery Sites
in NJ for 2009 and 2010

2009 2010

Data collection is made from 2 release sites and one control site using 
Judy Hough-Goldstein’s protocol:   Floodgate Road Release and control?;
Abbott’s Meadow WMA release and the Supawna Meadows NWR control?
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% Cover of MAM
at Release and Control Sites

Release 
Year and 
Number

Spring
2005

Spring
2006

Spring
2007

Spring
2008

Spring 
2009

Spring
2010

Floodgate
Release

2005
3,297 R. 
latipes

55.5 47.0 35.4 12.1 20.0 28.3

Control 60.0 52.0* -- -- -- --

Abbott’s 
Meadow
Release

2005               
6,976R. latipes

45.0 4.2 9.4 1.8 1.2 2.8

Control 60.5 66.9 77.5 37.6* 18.5 15.6

*weevils dispersed to control

Average Number of Stems
at Release and Control Sites

Year
Release 
Year and 
Number

Spring

2005

Spring

2006

Spring 
2007

Spring 
2008

Spring 
2009

Spring

2010

Floodgate

Release

2005
3,297 R. 
latipes 288.1 132.0 207.6 31.5 49.0 29.7

Control 349.3 161.6 * -- -- -- --

Abbott’s 
Meadow
Release

2005      

6,976R. 
latipes 401.0 30.0 93.3 8.3 3.7 10.1

Control 484 505.2 457.4 192.8* 66.9 45.8

*weevils dispersed to control

Floodgate Road
Vegetation

June 2005 October 2006

October 2007

Mile-a-minute reduced to the 
point where it is no longer the 
dominant plant in the ecosystem.

October 2009

Damage to MAM from high 
R. latipespopulations

2007 2008

Weevil Recoveries
• R. latipeshave been recovered from releases made 

from April to October.
• Weevils have been recovered at all 71 of the release 

sites (100%) as well as at 54 dispersal/non-release 
sites, 23 of which were found in 2010.

• Started finding weevils at dispersal/non-release sites 
about 3 years after the initial releases were made.

• The weevils disperse very well (least 43 miles in 
NJ).

• All ten new 2010 release sites already had R. latipes
present before the release was made. 

• In 2010 no matter where we found mile-a-minute 
in NJ, the weevils were already present.

Observations

R. latipeshas survived at sites that were both flooded, 
mowed and subject to tidal flooding.

1. The number of stems and % cover of MAM declined at 
2 monitored sites after weevils were released.

2. Mile-a-minute is becoming an agricultural pest.
3. The size and number of  mile-a-minute infestations are 

increasing in NJ but so is the R. latipespopulation.  
(things will get worse before they get better).

4. No matter where the mile-a-minute is, the weevils are 
going to find it.
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