
UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE NEMATODE ASSAY INFORMATION SHEET 
(PLEASE PRINT)       

COUNTY                                     PHONE NUMBER 
 
 
GROWER’S NAME         
 
 
ADDRESS 
 
 
CITY                               STATE          ZIP 
 
 

  
 

Fill out this sheet and attach to sample. Samples sent in without 
information and fee requested on this sheet CANNOT be processed. See 
reverse for care of samples and how to sample for nematodes. 
 
(NEW CASTLE COUNTY)    (KENT COUNTY)        (SUSSEX COUNTY) 

                   Phillip Sylvester      Cory Whaley 
461 Wyoming Rd              Paradee Center     Elbert N & Ann V Carvel 
Newark,DE 19716             Dover, DE 19901     Research & Ed Center 
(302) 831-2506                  (302) 730-4000        16483 County Seat Hwy 
                                                                            Georgetown, DE 19947                                
                                                                             (302) 856-7303 

*You will receive a Nematode Assay Report, and copies can be sent to your County Extension Agent. *Make sure the numbers in the column “Your Field Number” correspond to the 
numbers on the soil samples.  These numbers are the only means by which our samples can be accurately  identified in the laboratory.  The other information requested on this sheet is 
needed to aid in interpreting assay data and making a recommendation. 
*If you would like faster service – please provide Fax number or e-mail address.   
 
 Sampled by ________________________________ Fax # _________________________ E-mail:_______________________________________ Date: _____________ 
  
 Address: ____________________________________________________________City ______________________________ State_____________Zip _____________ 
 

 
                                                                                                                   FIELD HISTORY 
Lab Number 
(Leave Blank) 

Your Field 
Number 

Crop To Be Grown 
Crop-Variety 

Crop Last Year 
Crop-Variety 

Crop Before 
Last Year 

Field Size 
Acres 

Additional comments 
 

      
 

 

 
 

      

 
 

      

 
 

      

 
 

      

 
 

      

 
 

      

 
 

      

 
 

      

 



 

http://ag.udel.edu/extension
It is the policy of the Delaware Cooperative Extension System that no person shall be subjected to discrimination on the grounds of race, color, sex, disability, age, or national origin. 

 
HOW TO TAKE SOIL SAMPLES                                       
 

A. Select the best time to sample: 
 

The best time is while the crop is still 
growing so that areas stunted by nematodes 
can be seen and sampled. These areas may 
be missed in random sampling.  Diagnostic 
samples may be taken when symptoms are 
observed.  In general, the best time to 
sample is from June through November.  
The worst time for detecting root knot 
nematodes by routine sampling is in late 
spring just before planting.  Survey samples 
should be taken in the fall following harvest 
before any fall tillage, when nematode 
populations are usually high.  Samples for 
detecting the soybean cyst nematode can be 
taken anytime. 

 
  Diagnostic Samples: 

1) Take soil and root samples from outer 
edges of obvious damaged areas in crop 
row.  Highest nematode populations 
usually occur near plants which exhibit 
symptoms but are not severely affected.  
Do not take samples from areas where 
plants are dead. 

 
  Survey Sample: 

2) Take samples at a depth of 8 inches in the 
row from 20 to 25 locations using a soil 
probe or spade.  Samples should include 
roots and soil.  Mix soil cores in a plastic 
bucket and immediately place soil in the 
nematode assay bag purchased from the 
County Extension Office or a plastic bag.  
Label bags with field number and location. 

Fertility samples can be split for   
nematode samples if the samples have 
been taken from the root zone of the 
previously harvested crop. 

 
3) If possible, take nematode samples from 

moist soil, neither too wet, too dry, nor 
frozen. 

 
4) Protect samples from freezing high 

temperature or drying out.  Do not add 
water.  Do not drop or throw them around.  
Handle carefully, they contain living 
organisms.  Samples should not be 
exposed to the sun or left in a closed 
automobile on the dashboard.  Be sure to 
fill out information requested on the form 
and submit with samples.  Samples should 
be submitted in nematode assay soil 
sample bags which can be purchased from 
the County Extension office before 
sampling or when samples are delivered to 
the County Extension office. Nematode 
samples are $10.00 per sample.  Make 
checks payable to the University of 
Delaware 

 
5) Samples should be brought to the County 

Extension office listed on the front of this 
form during working hours, or samples can 
be delivered or sent to: Nematode Assay 
Service, Dept. of Plant & Soil Sciences,  
151 Townsend Hall, University of 
Delaware, Newark, DE 19716-2170. 
Phone (302)831-4865 or (302)831-1390. 

  
 Find us on the web at: 
 http://ag.udel.edu/plantclinic 
 

 

 

 

http://ag.udel.edu/plantclinic�

	NematodeInfo2011
	UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE NEMATODE ASSAY INFORMATION SHEET
	(PLEASE PRINT)

	COUNTY                                     PHONE NUMBER
	ADDRESS
	CITY                               STATE          ZIP
	Additional comments



	NematodeTakingSamples2011.pdf
	HOW TO TAKE SOIL SAMPLES


